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Two kids enbark on a magical interplanetary trip.
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EXT. A FRONT LAWN, EVEN NG

A pair of hands belonging to JENNA (13) place a snmall rocket
on the ground. She whispers eagerly to herself, mmcking
the radio traffic during a real rocket |aunch.

JENNA
Chzzt... this is Jenna to m ssion
control, over. |I’m strapped in.
Engi nes are prined. Let’s do this.
Over.
(in a | ower voice)
Chrrzzzt... mssion control, this

is mssion control to Jenna, over
you are clear and ready to | aunch,
over.

She excitedly gets down on her knees and ignites the bottom
of the rocket.

JENNA

(as m ssion control)
Hol d on, Jenna! There’'s a flock of
bi rds above you! Over! You' re going
to crash into them Abort the
| aunch! Abort!

(as Jenna)
The engi nes are already going off!
There's no tinme! W have to go
through with this!

(as m ssion control)
Are youssure about this?!

She gets up and shoots, a dramatic | ook off in the distance.

JENNA
(as Jenna, ddramatical |l y)
Hi story isn’t amade by being sure,
m ssi on contxol, over. Chrrzzzzzt.
Fwoom

The rocket flares up and shoeots into the air. Mesnerized,
she | ooks as it flies of fauAnd t'hen she cl oses her eyes.

W cut to a POV from sone nearby bushes. The rocket crashes
in front of the bushes. A few boys.hiding in the bushes

sni cker and creep off, saying to each otther ."Told ya so" and
"What a waste" and | aughi ng. Though, one_boy, JAKE (13),
stays. He exits fromthe bushes. Awkward beat .

JENNA
Hey, Jake.

Jake starts wal ki ng towards Jenna, picking up the rocket.
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JAKE
H heya, Jenna. Watcha doi ng?

He hands the rocket to Jenna and hel ps her up.

preppi ng for another |aunch.

JENNA
Anot her failed experinent. Nunber
24, to be exact.

JAKE
Look, uh, about just now, we- we
were just passing by and just were
ki nda curious, you know, about...

JENNA
Jake, you don’t need to lie. |
don't care.

Beat. Jenna, to assure Jake:

JENNA
I"mtelling the truth, Jake! No
grudges. Honest. Now come on, help
me clean this up for another
| aunch.

Jakegstart’'s _goi ng around gathering materi al s.

JAKE
Just out, of curiosity, Jenna... and
"' m bei'ng, . uh, honest here... you

knowst hat the rocket’s just going
to crash down again, right?

JENNA
Yeah.

She starts

Jake dunps the materials next,to Jenna and sits next to her.
Jenna sets the rocket on /the/ground and starts propping it

up.

JAKE
You know everyone’s tal king, right?
That science project?

JENNA
The one where | | aunched that
rocket? So, |like, all of thenf

JAKE
Yeah. And you literally just stood
there, like you did just now, and
( MORE)
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CONTI NUED: 3.

JAKE (cont’d)

watched as it flew up... and cane
crashing down on M. Donovan’s
head.

Jenna gi ggl es.

JENNA
That was funny, right?

JAKE

Yeah. But you didn’t even know it
cane down until Donovan went up to
you and started yelling at you. You
had your eyes closed. And you did
the second tinme you pulled that
trick. And you did the exact sane
thing just now Wy, Jenna? What do

you see?
JENNA
You want to | aunch this one?
JAKE
VWhat ?
JENNA
It's all set. You want to | aunch
t hi.s one?
JAKE
Uhsy newthanks. |1’ m not planni ng on

goi ng hone. i n ashes.

JENNA
| f you want to understand you have
to launch the rocket.

JAKE
Look, I'mjust fine watching it go
up.

Jenna pl aces matches in Jake”s hand.

JENNA
Do you want your question answered?

Jake, hesitatingly, takes a nmatch out.

JAKE
S-sure. Uh, how do | do this?

Jenna gui des hi mthrough the notions.
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CONTI NUED: 4.

JENNA
You gotta just light this part down
here on the bottom of the rocket.
Light the match first, then put one
hand on the rocket to steady it.
And cl ose your eyes. You want to
rol epl ay?

JAKE
What ?

JENNA
Like, act as if you' re the captain
of the ship. It helps you get into
t he nood. Makes it easier.
(as m ssion control)
Chrrzzt. Mssion control to Jake,
over.

JAKE
Un .. okay, hi, it’s Jake?

JENNA
(as Jenna)
Cone on, nman, get into it!
(as m ssion control)
Chrrzzzt, mssion control to Jake,

over.

JAKE
Unh, /hey, cz, mssion control, it’s
capt ai'n-Jdake here. I'm uh, in the
spaceship..It’s small

(pause)

Over.

JENNA

(as m ssi©on control)
Jake, we’'re all go for |aunch,
ready when you are,p over.

Beat .
JENNA

(as Jenna)
Ready when you are, Jake: Come/on,

[ight it.

JAKE
Jeez, alright, alright, calm
down... uh, igniting engines...

Jake flicks a match and |ights the bottom of .t he rocket. It
flares up and he exclains in shock.
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JENNA
(as Jenna)
Cl ose your eyes! Close your eyes!
(as m ssion control)
Launching in 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5...

Jake cl enches his eyes shut.

JENNA
4... 3... 2... 1..

Fwoom A large, realistic rocket sound. It shakes Jake to
t he ground.

JAKE
Chnygosh!

JENNA
Liftof f!

The sounds of a rocket soaring into the air. Various
el'ectroni ¢ beeps. The shaki ng of seats.

JENNA
What do you see, Jake?

JAKE
I'- _everything s happening so fast!
I can’t- it’s all so | oud!

JENNA
Stay calm_captain. Follow ne- take
a deep breath in..

Jake gul ps air down.

JENNA
...and out. Alright Are you stil
with me, chanp?

JAKE
Yeah... yeah, ldmstild with you.

JENNA
Now | ook out of your w,ndow.

| NT. A SPACESHI P ( FANTASY), BROAD DAYLI/GHT

Jake is suddenly in a crudel y-nade spaceshi psinterior
wearing alumnumfoil as a spacesuit. He{gaspswfor air.
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JAKE
Oh god, what’s happening?

Jenna, over the radi o, speaks.

JENNA
It’s okay, captain, this is norm
for first tinmers. Just keep
breat hing and you'l|l be fine. Look
out the w ndow for ne.

He | ooks out the spaceship’ s wi ndow, and he sees that he is
far above the ground, rushing at an incredi bly high speed.
He diverts his attention back to the cockpit.

JAKE
Wbah, oh nmy god I'’m so high up! |I'm
so high get nme out of here! M ssion
control! Abort! Abort!

JENNA
Stay focused, captain! Keep on the
m ssion! Stay with ne! Wat do you
see?

Jake | ooks, out the wi ndow again, and the scenery seens to
sl ow down.

JAKE
- I uh, see... alot of trees. A
| ot ofsshouses. Isn’t this our
nei ghbor hood?

JENNA
It is our neighborhood, yes,
captain. Look over there. Do you
see Neebly’s house?

Jake spots a |l arge two-story smansion. A boy sits on the
second deck, sunbat hi ng.

JAKE
Y-yeah! | see it! Hey, «I""even see
Pat! He' s sunbat hi ng!

JENNA
| see himtoo, Jake. Do you seesthe

| ake?

He passes over an ocean. The rocket is going hisgher and
hi gher.
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JAKE
No, uh, no, mssion control, | see
sonet hi ng even better. | see the

entire Pacific! And Spain! Russial
Europe! Asia! W're- we’'re going
over the world now There’'s
Australia, spinning below us like a
little speck of brown in a great

bl ue glimering sheet.

JENNA
And t he Moon?

He passes over the Moon. An old man in a tophat waves to
hi m

JAKE
Yeah! O d Man in the Mon' s up
early today! Hey, chap

OLD MAN | N THE MOON
Hel | o!

JAKE
Hey!

The excid4enent is replaced by quiet. A shudder.

JAKE
Exteri or thrusters have gone off.
W&’ e now runni ng on nmai n engi nes.

He passes sone plianets.

JAKE
Mars | ooks just like a tomato. Heh.
And there’' s Jupiter, the ancient
wat cher. And Saturn, with her
titanic rings And now. .. nothing.

A beat .

JENNA
Tell me about the stars:

We go outside the spaceship and circle around.
JAKE
The stars? There’s... | never
t hought there’d be so many of them

We pan back to see that Jake is floating in Space, w thout
t he spaceship and wi thout his spacesuit.
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JAKE
| thought it’'d be scary, com ng up
here. But once |I’mout of the
at nosphere, | 1ook back and can’t
help thinking... how small it al
is. How small everything is.

He chuckl es.

JAKE
You want to know what | see,
m ssion control ? I’ m | ooki ng
infinity right in the eye. It’s
been here all along, and it’s
beauti ful.

EXT. A FRONT LAWN, EVEN NG

We pan back down to see that he’'s standing up in the | awn
agai n. The sounds of crickets fade in. He | ooks back down at
Jenna. beat.

JENNA
Earth to Jake, over.

Jake smdwes.
JAKE
Jake to Earth. M ssion
acconpl i shed. Over.

We pan back up to a black, enpty, night sky.





